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Mark Your  Calendars 
 
Thursday, 3/6Ñ  Panera Night 5:30-8:00 
 
Fr iday, 3/7Ñ  Ice Storm Make-up day 
 
Fr iday, 3/7Ñ Rescheduled Board of Directors 
meeting 6pm 
 
Wednesday, 3/12Ñ AuthorÕs Night at 
Watauga Library County 5:30-6:30 pm 
 
Thursday, 3/13Ñ  Chick-fil-A School Spirit 
Night 5:00-8:00 pm 
 

 
Spir it Week at Two Rivers  
For the week of March 17-20 our eighth grade 
class has organized a week of fun dress to 
celebrate our SPARK program.  All students 
in all grades are encouraged to participate.   
Monday 3/17- "Supportive" Wear school t-
shirts, or school colors (blue and green) to 
show support for our awesome school! 
Tuesday 3/18- "Productive and Prepared"  
Career day- show us the job you would like to 
prepare for when you grow up! 
Wednesday 3/19- "Attentive and Aware"  
Secret Agent day- dress up like a spy and be 
on the lookout for secret agents looking for 
SPARK behavior! 
Thursday 3/20- "Respectful and Kind"  Be 
Yourself day- show off your unique person-
ality by dressing as wacky as you can! 
** Eighth graders will be coming around to 
classrooms during Spirit Week to do fun 
activities with anyone who dresses up.  Show 
your spirit and your SPARK by joining in the 
fun! 
 

 
NC State Wr iting Test 
Yesterday, March 4, our 4th and 7th graders 
took the NC state writing test.  Hurray for 
those students and all their hard work.   
 
Bus Class 
Because of a conflict with state testing, the 
bus class at Green Valley School has been 
changed to March 5-7, Wednesday-Friday 
 
Two Rivers Community Newsletter  
This is a community newsletter for our 
school. We print school and PTO news/ 
announcements first; if thereÕs space we love 
to print family-oriented items that might be of 
interest for the community. Send items to 
trcsnews@gmail.com or you may call Sally at 
262-0691 or Lori at 406-1360.  
 
The Appalachian Foundation for 
Learning (AFFL) awarded a $1,500 
grant to TRCS to support the Playground 
Committee's efforts in designing and building 
the future imaginative play area.  Thanks to 
Rosa Powers and this committee's hard work 
in putting together this grant application.  For 
more information on the AFFL, including 
membership and grant applications, please see 
their website at www.appfound.org  
 
TRCS Author Night has been 
rescheduled for Wednesday, March 12 
from 5:30-6:30. It will be held in the meeting 
room at the Watauga library.   Students from 
a variety of grade levels will be reading their 
writing. Come and support our student 
authors as you enjoy the wonderful writing of 
our TRCS students.   



A Mural Is Coming!  
This spring our art teacher, Kelly 
Sheets along with TRCS students, will 
be painting a mural on the front of our school 
building. The community is invited to attend a 
meeting on Monday, March 10 at 3:30 at 
TRCS to plan the design and process of the 
mural project. This project will require 
several parent volunteers to assist students 
during the painting process. If you would like 
to be involved, please join us on March 10 or 
call Rosa at 297-1339.  
 
Leola Street Community Garden 
Spring is just around the cornerÐthat means 
it's almost time to plant peas, beets, greens, 
etc. Vicki has a generous kindergarten plot at 
the Leola Street Community Garden that is in 
good shape. Now that she has her bus driver's 
license, Vicki plans to get the kinders over 
there as often as possible until the end of the 
school year. If you're interested in helping 
bring our plot to life, please email me back a 
time you could attend a short organizing 
meeting. If you can't make a meeting but are 
still interested in helping out, let me know a 
time that would work for you to be at the 
garden to prep the beds and/or work with the 
kinders. 
Thanks, 
Elise McLaughlin <elise@skyloom.com> 
 
Classroom News  
Kinders 
Our next Community Service project is to 
collect coins for the Watauga County Humane 
Society. YouÕll hear more about this when we 
know more what their needs are.   This will be 
our Spring Expedition Service Project! We 
have lightly touched on our upcoming Spring 
EXPEDITION and are learning through 
music about frogs and their habitats. ASU 
Music students are teaching kinders on 
Thursday afternoons. We will also have ASU 
Theater students on board teaching us on 
Fridays! 

WE need ALL able parents, staff, friends to 
nominate TRCS for a 250,000 dollar eco 
friendly SCHOOL makeover!!!!!!!!! We've 
talked a lot about contacting these people and 
here is a chance for everyone in our 
community to nominate TRCS! Please visit 
the link 
http://fordvehicles.emipowered.net/educatetoe
scape/registerschool/ to register our school for 
this grand opportunity! Maybe our TRCS 
name will be recognized if everyone takes 
about 30 minutes out of their day to nominate 
our school for this eco-makeover! 
Many Thanks! ~ Vicki 
 
Third Grade Heroes 
The 3rd grade students are doing their Heroes 
expedition. They are currently doing research 
on each of their heroes, but at the end of the 
expedition they will celebrate with a Living 
History Museum presentation.  
 
Dr. Liz Rose's ASU music students will be 
working with the class weekly to create 
musical compositions Ð lyrics and music 
thematically to go with different heroes.   
 
Jax Wiley will be representing the 3rd grade 
at Author's Night Wed. March 12th at the 
Watauga County Library 5:30 - 6:30pm. 
Please come by and support him and the other 
TRCS students who will be reading their 
writings! 
 
Margie Mansure from the Agricultural 
Extension office will be coming to teach the 
students about making good nutr ition 
choices this week. Julianna Whitaker, Ashe 
County Healthy Carolinians Project 
Coordinator, (also Alexander's mom), came 
and taught on the food pyramid and a fun 
educational computer game to help the 
students learn more about making healthy 
food choices.Ñ Ms. April 



Fourth Grade Learns the Pr inciples 
I had the awesome experience of visiting two 
Expeditionary Learning (EL) schools in 
Rochester, New York in January. I don't think 
I really understood what it meant to be an EL 
school until I observed in the classrooms at 
these schools. Something that really struck me 
at both schools was the pride that students had 
in their schools and their knowledge about 
what it means to be an EL school. 
 
I came back to TRCS very inspired and ready 
to implement some of the things I had 
observed. The fourth graders have begun a 
study of the EL Design PrinciplesÑ  
I think it is important for teachers and    
students (and parents) to know and 
understand these principles because they lay 
the foundation for what our school is about. 
         
Each week we will be focusing on a different 
Design Principle. Last week we talked about 
"Having Wonderful Ideas" by reading about 
both abstract and concrete ideas. We read 
about children who had wonderful ideas and 
acted on them to do good works. We 
discussed the importance of feeling free to 
express your ideas and having adults take 
children's ideas seriously. 
 
This week we are focusing on "Taking 
Responsibility for your own Learning". Stop 
by our "wall of excuses" for a good laugh!Ñ
Ms. Natalie 
 
Middle School News 
 
Ms. RachelÕs  
7th grade:  We are studying world religions- 
right now our focus is on Hinduism, and we 
are learning about the history of India and one 
of the world's most famous leaders, Mohandas 
K. Gandhi.   
 
8th grade:  We are currently working on the 
classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird, by 
Harper Lee.  In social studies, we have been 

learning about North Carolina's role in the 
Revolutionary War.  We have also been 
organizing a Spirit Week for the entire 
school.  This will be a week of dressing up to 
honor our school's success with the SPARK 
program.  We have some great leadership in 
this class!  ~Ms. Rachel 
 

Ms. CronkÕs 
In 7th grade science we have started reading 
"Zoo Vet".  This fits in nicely with our study 
of anatomy!  Students are finishing up 
studying the skeleton and will next begin 
learning about muscles. 

Both 7th and 8th graders can access their 
math books on line...see Ms. Cronk for the 
password!  No password is needed to take 
advantage of many of the practice quizzes and 
other activities that correlate perfectly with 
what we are doing in class.  7th graders can 
access their website at:  www.msmath2.net  
and 8th graders can access their website at:  
www.pre-alg.com.  Ms. Cronk highly 
recommends that students visit their 
appropriate site and do the activities that go 
along with the current section we are working 
on in their math book.  This will really help 
them to be prepared for their tests! 

8th graders have spent several weeks getting 
ready for their Computer Competency Test.  
They should continue studying for this test on 
their own.  They can check out a black 
notebook from Ms. Cronk to study terms and 
specific objectives.  Additionally, the 
following website will let them access a lot of 
great study sites:  
http://wmms.net/walters/student/skillstest.htm 

The Spring Middle School Expedition will be 
kicking off the week of March 10th!  Students 
will be studying the effects of storm water on 
our environment and learning how to 
minimize these effects.  ~ Ms Cronk 

 



Getting Ready for Chemistry- 8th 
graders are getting ready to begin examining 
chemical reactions next week!  Don't forget to 
send in a pair of safety goggles for 
your student and $5.00 toward chemicals if 
you can.  Any extra donations of goggles 
and/or money (from anyone in the TRCS 
community) are greatly appreciated!  We will 
be taking a field trip on Wednesday, March 
19th to learn about the complex chemistry 
behind cement.  We need a parent to help us 
with transportation that day.  Please let Ms. 
Cronk know if you can help.  Thanks! 

 
Coach Pack &  Fitness 
The last test date for the Athletic 
Conditioning Club, held on Thursdays after 
school for middle school students, produced 
some new bead earners. 
 
Pushups--  Joey(7th)15, Jonas(7th)30, 
Emma(6th)20 
 
Handstand Against the Wall-- Jenna(7th)1:30, 
Emma(6th)2:00. 
 
During regular school Fitness class, the 7th 
and 8th graders are learning to design their 
own fitness program-- a 15 minute workout 
and a 30 minute workout. The workouts are 
currently designed in a circuit training format, 
moving from one exercise to the next with 
little to no break. A heavy emphasis is being 
placed on knowing what specific muscles are 
used during which exercises and stretches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Playground Needs Volunteers!  
The playground needs ten strong bodies, one 
big truck and one jackhammer to move 
playground equipment from Mountain 
Pathways to TRCS on Saturday, March 16.  
Call Rosa at 297-1339 if you can help. 
Thanks to Mountain Pathways who is giving 
us this great playground equipment! 
 
Many thanks to Rhonda Mueller , 
SierraÕs mom, for all she did to make the 
TRCS Appalachian Ski trips possible! 
  
This weekÕs newsletter  is a tad long as 
we were unable to send it home last week due 
to the back to back snow days.  IÕd really like 
to thank our staff at Two Rivers for taking 
time out to pass on the ÔnewsÕ necessary to 
update and keep our parent community 
informed.  As a parent of a 7th grader, I do 
appreciate hearing what the other classes are 
doing and I know that others in the parent 
community share this feeling.  IÕd also like to 
thank the staff and parent community for their 
patience and tolerance when it comes to this 
newsletter, with those who contribute to it and 
with the information included or forgotten! . 
~ Lori  
 

Two Rivers Community School 
1018 Archie Carroll Rd.¥ Boone, NC 28607 

828-262-5411 
Want to put some information in the TRCS 
newsletter? E-mail trcsnews@gmail.com 

 


